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Thursday, 16th October, 1896.

Question ± Fire Brigudes Legislation-Questioni E.-
gineer-fin.Chiefs Visit to England-Wit of Tires
Act Amendment Bill :second reallg i co-
nmittee-Bille of Sale Bill: ii co~n~itte-rovidesmt
Societies Bill -ordler discharxed-Criinal Evidence
Hill: Legislative Council's ,nnendments-Statntory
Decumbntin Bill :Legislative Councils amend.
smts-ndustrial Statistics Bill: in commnittee-
Railways Amnma~etAetAumeidment Bill (receivedi
from Council): first readiug-Jn-y Act Amnment
Hill: in committee-Public Health Act Amendment
Bill: in committee-Sale of Liquors Bill: in corn.
mituee-Bastardy Laws ActAnmendmuent Bill: second

reaing; i committee; third rnigiesr

Reportin Arremnts "u Lelative Cucl

Prc ase Bull: seon ang;_ is.n mitethrdadigCuc oft Englad Sout Lndbpiae) Bill: first red-ads esmio

Bill: firstrading-Adjournen..

THE: SPEAKER took the chair at
4830 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-FIRE BRIGADES LEGIS-
LATION.

MR. RANDELA, without notice and
by leave, ausked the Attorney General
whether it was the intention of the
Government to bring in a Bill this
session to deal with fire brigades? He
understood there wats a Bill of this nature
in the office of the Parliamentary Drafts-
man; therefore he asked whether it was
intended to bring forward the Bill this
sessionP

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the session had been too
far advanced when an application was
made to the. Government to bring forward
legislation on the subject ; therefore it
was not intended to introduce a Bill re-
lating to fire brigades in this session, but
he hoped it would be done next year.

QUESTION-ENG [NEER-IN-CHIEF'S
VISIT TO ENGLAND.

Mn. SOLOMON, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works whether the report is correct that
it is contemplated by the Government to
send the Engineer-in-Chief to England
for public purposes; and, if so, what will
be the nature of his mission, and with
what ])owers wilIlihe be invested ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (for the
flirector of Publiic Works) said he did

not think anything was absolutely decided
at present with reference to this matter;
but it was contemplated by the Minister
to send the Engiueer-in-Chief on a visit
to England in connection with the water
supply scheme for the golddields. That
wats the nature of his mission. He would
have no particular lpowers, except the
power to Consult with advisers in his own
profession, Chiefly with reg~ard to the
location of pumping stations for the
water supply, the most suitable distance
between stations, and other details of
that nature.

WIDTH OF TIRES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

SECOND READING.

MR. HARPER, in moving the second
reading, said : The object of this Bill is to
extend the period by two years beyond
which it would not be legal to run
carts on public roads wvith tires of less
than a certain width, specified in
the Act of 1895. The period allowed
in the Act will expire in 1899,
-after which all vehicles using the
public roads must have tires of a
width in accordance with the Act. The
coming into oJperation of the Act at this
early date is considered by many agri-
culturists to be a hardship, as they would
be compelled to alter the wheels of their
existing vehicles so as to comply with the
Act; therefore, with the object of doing
away with that hardship, this amending
Bill proposes to extend the period for
two years longer. This is the main pro-
vision, 1)ut there is another provision of
which I had given notice on the paper,
for adding another clause to this Bill,
and it is simply to make the original
Act more workable. There is- no lpro-
vision in the Act for the Governor to
appoint an y special inspector for the
purpose of ensuring that the Act shiall
be carried out in the Various districts of
the colony, but this has to be done by anl
officer of sonmc kind. It may be necessary,
in some localities, to have at special
inspector appointed, there being perhaps
no officer in such localities to see that the
Act is duly carried out; therefore it is
desirable that this provision should be
added for completing the working of the
principal Act. I do not think; these
matters will need en ucli consideration or
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timue. I now move that the Bill be read
a second time.

*MR. IK F. SHlOtt: The width of
Tires Act is a very useful statute, as it
provides that no vehicle is to be used on
the roads of the colony, after 1899,
hav&ing tires of it less width than the
Act specifies. It is proposed] now to
extend the tinte two Years. I think the
original mecasure will b)e most useful, and
that the sooner it comes into force the
better for the country. It would be a
great benefit if it were in force at the
present time in Peith and Fremantle, for
it would save to these municipalities
thousands of pounds that are now wasted
by the unnecessary cutting up of roads
with niarrow-tired wheels. The same
applies to many roads board districts in
the country. It appears to me that somec
particular mnark should be put on those
vehicles wvhich are passed by an inspector
as being in accordance with the Act,
because some guarantee is required in
order that vehicles may be identified
after they have been passed by an in-
spe~ctor. Sonic distinct mark or brand
should be imprinted or punched into
some part of the vehicle, say the arm, in
order that a vehicle may be identified
as having been duly inspected and
passed. It would be in the interest
of people wvho have vehicles at present to
bring them forward for inspection, so
that they may be passed and -marked in a
distinct manner; otherwise there will
be no means of identifying the vehicles
that have been passed, and it would be
otherwise difficult. to carry out the Act.
It may be thought necessary to miake
some further amendment in this direction;
or, if not done, there may be a future
amendment brought in for a further
extension of time. I believe it would
pay the colony to call in the existing
vehicles which are not tired in accordance
with the Act, and supply new tires or
new wheels, rather than allow those
vehicles to go on cutting up the roads and
streets in every part of the, colony,
particularly in places like Perth, where
the roads are cut up while so much
heavy material is being carted on narrow-
tired wheels. I do hope there will be
seine finality in this matter, and that
if an. extension of time be alowed
now, no further application will be
made,

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWVN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): I
know the hon, member in charge of the
Bill has moved in this matter in deference
to wishes expressed in somec of the
country districts, where it has been
represented that some hardship may be
imposed on agriculturists by being comn-
pelled to renew their carts or wheels in
order to make them in accordance with
the Act. I cannot hielp regretting that
the Act should be interfered with, except
as to the provision for appointing inspec-
tors, which appears to ine a necessary
provision and an im provement of the Act.
If we could once get the broad tires into
general operation on our reads, thec
advantages over narrow tires would be so
obvious that those persons who use
narrow tires would soon express their
approval of the b)road tires, and their
prejudice against them would quickly
die out. I think it is only prejudice
which prevents some agriculturists from
adopting the broad tires. It is rather
anticipating evil to say that hardships
will be cansed by the Coming into
operation of this Act, seeing that the
time for its falil operation has not yet
arrived; and of course, until the last day
of grace is past, no hardship Can actUally
be felt by anybody. It would, in fact, be
time enough to move for an extension of
the period if we were within six months of
the dlate for this part of the Act coining
into operation. 1 have no desire to
oppose this amendment of the Act,
except that I regret it should be inter-
fered with. I notice that within the last
six month s there has been a great increase
in the number of carts using wide tires.
I have spoken to teamsters using the
wide tires, and in every instance they
have expressed their approval in un-
mistakable terms. It was anticipated,
by sonic objectors, that the traction and
the d raugh t would be greater on the broad
than on the narrow tires; whereas the
teamlsters who have lately taken to using
wide tires now say they find this is not
so, and that they have somec difficulty in
stopping their wide-tire wheels when
going down hill. This practical testimony
seems to show that the draught is less
on brafires OLUa on narrow ones. On
sandy or sult roads the differeuct. is so
much in favour of broad tires, that I
think thereL can he no two opinions about
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the advantage of broad tires as compared
with narrow ones. If the Act can be
brought into force and insisted on with
firmness, I am sure the good effects will
be so manifest, in a short time, that there
will he no desire to return to the old
system of narrow tires.

Question put and piassed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 4, inclusive-agreed to.
New clause:
MR. HARPER moved that, the f ollow-

ing new clause be added to the Bill, to
stand as Clause 2 (the subsequent clauses
to be re-numrbered):-" Section 6 of the
"said Act is hereby amended by inserting
"in the fifth line thiereof, after the word
"'force' and before the word ' may,' the

"following words: ' or any person or
"persons who may from time to time be
"specially appointed as an inspector or
"inspectors for the purposes of the said

"Act by the Governor. All such ap-
" pointinents shall be publicly notified

in the Goverwment Gazette.'
Put and passed, and the new clause

added to the Bill.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported, with an amendment.
Report adopted.

BILLS OF SAL1E BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill was further considered in
committee.

Olause 36-Bill of sale to secure less
than X30 void:

MR. EANDELL moved, as previously
intimiated, that this clause be struck out.
He said he did not like to take this
course in the absence of the iion. member
(Mr. James) in charge of the Bill, but it
appeared to him necessary that the clause
should be struck out. Hte believed that
in this country a large number of bills
of sale were for sums under £30; and
this limitation in the clause was, in his
opinion, not suited to the circumstances
of the colony, although it might be suited
to the circumstances of people in Eng-
land, whence this provision in the Bill
was taken. He knew it was the opiniion
of members of the Chamber of Commerce,
or some of them, that the limit fixed
in the Bill was too high.

Motion put and passed, and the clause
struck out.

Bill reported, with amendments.
Report adopted.

PROVIDENT SOCIETIES BILL.

ORDER DISCHARGED.

MR. MOSS, in charge of the Bill,
moved that the Rouse go into committee
for considering the Bill.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Bud.), in opposing the motion, said he
had advised the hon. member in charge
of the Bill that a large number of amend-
ments appeared to be necessary to mnake
the Bill suited to the circumstances of
the colony. Hon. members had been
told that the provisions of this Bill were
taken from a similar, measure passed in
Victoria many years Ago; hut lie (the
Attorney General) must repeat that the
more recent legislation in England on
the subject appeared to him very much
preferable, having regard to the circum-
stances of this colony, than were the
provisions of this Bill, as copied from
Victoria. There would hardly be time,
this Session, to amiend the Bill in the
direction he would like to see it amended;
consequently hc had, with some regret,
informed the hon. member that, although
the Government did not like to incon-
venience persons who were interested in
the subject, they would have to withhold
their support from this Bill, with a view
to considering the question more in
detail, and bringing forward a better
Bill next session. With reference to the
circumstances of those persons who de-
sired this Bill to come into force at once,
it might be possible to Carry on their
provident society organisations under
some articles of association, framed Some-
what in the style of the articles uinder
which the old Perth corporate societies
worked during some years. -If there
was anything the Government could
do, in the meantime, to assist these
people to continue their organisations,
without the necessity of passing a Bill
this session, the Government would be
glad to do it. He moved that the Order
of the Day be discharged.

Ain. MOSS said he regretted that the
Bill had to be discharged from the Notice
Paper, but lie agreed with the Attorney
General that legislation on the subject
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should be postponed until a measure
could be passed that would follow the
lines of the English Act, which he (Mr.
Moss) had recently perused, and found
to be a decided impiirovement on the Bill
before the House. It would have been
well if such a Bill could have been passed
this session, because some people con-
nected with provident societies at Fr--
mantle were desirous of putting its pro-
visions into operation; but, under the
circumstances, he recoguised that the
Attorney General had taken the right
course.

Motion put and passed.
Order of the Day discharged accord-

ingly.

CRIMINAL EVIDENCE BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'$ AMENDMENTS.

The Legislative Council having made
amendments in this Bill, the Council's
Message was now considered, the amiend-
ments being as follow:

No. 1, Clause 1-Strike out the whole.
No. 2, Obtuse 2, lines 4 and 5-Strike

out " and compellable witness without
the consent of the person charged," and
insert " witness " in lieu thereof.

IN COMMITTEE.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) explained that the effect of the
first amendment was to refuse to allow
persons accused of felony the right to
give evidence on their own behalf, subject
to cross examination, and to exclude as a
witness the husband or wife of a prisoner
iu the hearing of such charges. The
second amendment permitted the giving
of evidence in cases of summnary jurisdic-
tion by an accused person, or his or her
wife or husband, and struck out that
part of the clause which compelled such
persons to give evidence. There was not
a great deal of the Bill left, although he
did not know that there was much occa-
sionforthose provisions wbich the Council
had struck out. No doubt the alteration
of the law as originally proposed by the
Bill would lead to a great deal of perjury;
but, in the absence of the lieu. member
for East Perth, who had introduced the
Bill, he (the Attorney General) was in
the bands of the committee as to what
should be done in regard to the Counicil's
amnadments.

MR. MORAN said there was so little
left of the Bill that it ighet as well be
thrown out. He moved thiat the Bill be

ithrowni out.
SIR J. G. LEE STEERE said the

motion of the nmemlber for- Yilgarn was
not th roper Course to pursue in regard

to the Bill, which had been passed by the
Legislative Assembly and sent up to the
Legislative Council. The Bill having
been returned wvith amendments, the

I committee had now to say whether the
amendments were to be agreed to or not.
A cormmittee of the House could not
throw out the Bill.

MR. TLTLThGWVORTH moved that the
Chairman do leave the chair. This
motion would have the same effect.

MR. MOSS said the member for East
Perth (not then present) assented to the
amendments made bv the Council. The
privileges which the Bill gave to defend-
ants in petty sessions would improve the
law, and there was no reason why the
Bill should be lost.

Motion to leave the chair put, and
neg atived.

MR. SIMPSON moved that progress
be reported, and leave asked to sit again.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

STATUTORY DECLARATIONS BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The Legislative Council having made
amnendments in this Bill, the Council's
Message was now considered, the amend-
ments being as follow:

No. 1, Clause 1-Strike out the whole
Clause, and insert the following in lieu :

" 1. Every warden of agoldfield, whether
appointed before or after the passing
of this Act, shall, by virtue of such
appointment and during his tenure of
office, be a justice of the peace for the
colony."

No. 2, Clause 2-Strike out the whole
clause, and insert the following in lieu:-

"2. Every clerk of petty sessions, clerk
of a local court, and mining registrar of
a goldfield district shall have the same

Iauthority to administer oaths, and take
affirmations in lieu thereof and statutory
declarations in accordance with the Act
of the eighteenth year of Her present
Majesty, numbered 12, as a justice of the



1066 Statutory Declaratious Bill: [ASSEMBLY.]nComtte

peace now has; aind oaths administered
and affirmations and statutory declarations
muade in pursuance of this sec.tion shall
have the same force and effect as if ad-
ministered or taken before a Justice of
the peace."

No. .3, Clause 3-Strike out the whole
clause awl insert the following, in
lieu

" S. Any clerk of petty sessions mnay
receive and take informations, sign and
issue summonses requiring the person
summoned to attend before a court of
petty sessions, in answer to any infor-
mation or complaint cognizable by such
court in the exercise of its jurisdiction,
and summonses to witnesses to attend
and give evidence or produce documents
before such court, and such summonses
shall. have the samne force and effect as if
signed and issued by a justice of the

Noac."4 lue4-tieottewoe
No. 4, Clause 5--Strike out the whole.
No. 6, Clause 6-Strike out the whole.

IN COMMITTEE.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the Legislative Council had practically
re-drafted the Bill, but he preferred the
original shape of theineasure. Referring
to the first ameondment (Clause 1, new
clause substituted), he moved that the
new clause be amended in the first line,
by inserting after the word "goldfield"
the words " or golilid district."

Put and passed, and the substituted
clause, as amended, agreed to.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, refer-
ring to the second amendment (Clause 2,
new clause substituted), moved that the
newv clause be amended in the first line,
by inserting after the word " goldfleld"
the words " or goldfields."

rut and P)assed, and the new clause as
amended agreed to.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, refer-
ring to the third amendment (Clause 3,
Dew clause substituted), said a very im-
portant amendment hadl been mtade by
the Council in giving clerks of petty
sessions the power to take informiations,
which was of ten a, natter requiring the
exercise of much discretion. It did 'iot
seem to be wise to giv'e cle'rks of courts
the same11 powe'ir as justices of? the pea;..
The clause, whien the Bill left this Rouse ,
provided onl.% that, in the albenico of a

justice of the peace, a clerk of petty
sessions mnight issue summonses.

Sip. JAMES G. LEE STEERE said
lie would not g ive this power to the
clerks of courts; for, ais the Attorney
General had said, a magistrate often had
to exercise a great deal of discretion as
to whether lie woul i tke an information

adissue a summons. It was to be
hop)ed the committee would not agree
with the amiendmient which the Council
had matde.

MR. MORAN said he knew that people
on the goldfields often suffered a great
deal of inconvenience in not being able
to find a justice of the peace, after having
travelled perhaps 100 miles; and, from a
layman's point of view, the amnendment
was one that would facilitate the admuinis-
tration of justice. If the Attorney
General would add the p~roviso that clerks
were to take informations only in the
absence of a justice of the peace, he (Mr.
Moran) believed the clause would meet
all requirements.

MR. RANDELL concurred with the
position taken up by the Attorney
General, that such power should not be
given to clerks of petty sessions, as it
might be made an engine of annoyance
by the issue of informations upon frivol-
ous grounds. At the same time, hie was
desirous of zgiving every proper facility
for the administration of justice on the

M-u. SOLOMON pointed out that
clerks of petty sessions were sometimes
very young lads, to whom it would not
be wise to give the power to take infor-
inations.

MR. MORAN said no lads were ap-
pointed as clerks of petty sessions on
goldields, while it was true that people
had to wait about the mining towns, at a
cost of £4 or £5 a day, trying to find a
justice of the peace, who niigbt have
been sent 100 mniles away to report upon
a. mine and would not be back for three

Iweek-s. The clerks of courts were not
likely to make inore mnistakes. than the
ordinary run of justices of the peae.

Tim ATTORNEY GENERAL said hie
was convinced the wisest thing to do
would be to leave the clause as it origin-
ally stood. Many of the clerks of petty
sessions were miere hoys, and it woul be
giving themn great power to allow themt
to0 takec inforznavtions. Those persons who

in Committee.
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wanted them to do so would see reason
to change their opinion, if they found
that anl enemly had been able to im-
properly lay an information against theml.
He moved, as an amecanent in thle sub-
stituted clause, that in the first line thle
words " receive and take informuations"
be struck out.

Put and passed, and the substituted
clause, as amnended, agreed to.

Amendments 4, 5. and 6-agreed to.
MRt. MORAN asked the Government

to appoint more justices of the peace for
the goldfields districts.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
such appointmients were continually being
made. Six justices were nowv being
gazetted.

Resolutions reported to the House, and
report adopted.

Ordered-that a messa~ge be sent to thle
Legislative Council accordingly.

INDUSTPRIAL STKVJSTiCS BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 8-Registrar General to niaiage

thle collection of statistics
Mit. GEORGE asked if policemen

would be employed incllc01Cting the
statistics.

THE ATTORNEY GENERA-L (Hon.
S. Burt) said Clause 5 dealt with the
statistical districts, and showed that the
resident magistrate would be thle statis-
tical agent, and that the police districts
within each statistical district would be
sub-districts, and the officer in charge of
the police would be the statistical
collector and might appoint any members
of the p~olice force under his command to
be sub-collectors. Tbe police constables
would carry the forms round and leave
them at the houses to be filled up, and
later he would call for them.

MnR. MORAN asked whether the
returns would be under seal wvhen the
sub-collector called for them.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said he
was not prepared to say the returns
would bW under seal.

MR. ILLINOWOETH said it seemed
to him the member for the Murray was
-iticisi hg the Bill tinder a mnisappre-

hension. The Bill was in existence
everyvwhere, and( ti a lar-ge extent it called

for aI voluntary effort on the part of the
pl~el to give the State Certain informa-
tion for the public good. It affected no
one's lpcrsonal interests and it inflicted no
penalties of great importance. Nothing
Of a serious Character could possibly
happen under the Bill, and it was not
calculated to do mischief to anybody.
The police wer-e simply used as the most
convenient persons for getting the
information.

MR. GEORGE said if he disapproved
of that Bill or any other Bill, he would
criticise it writhout asking the permission
of the member for Nanninle; and it
seemed to hint to be impertinence on the
p~art of the meinber for Najinine to inter-
fere. H1e had asked for infornation; he
had got it, and was satisfied.

.MR. MORAN said it should not be
open to the sub-collectors to carry about
the filled-u1 ) forms.

Tn ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the police constables were not allowed to
disclose the contents of the returns.

Mn. MORAN said the returns should
lbe under seal when they were given back
to the sub-collector.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the returns could not be unader seal
because the sub-collectors had to see
that the forms were properly filled up.

Clause 18 provided that the informa-
tion contained in the returns should be
se-ret and confidential, and a penalty of
£ 50 was provided for eases where such
information was disclosed.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 to 9, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 10-If forms are not delivered,

persons required to make returns must
apply at police station for forms:

MR. GEORGE said lhe did not think
persons should be compelled to apply for
forms where forms had not been deliver-
ed by the police. Everybody doubtless
would be willing to give the information,
but it was too much to expect that
owners of stock should be compelled to
apply for formis, where thle police had
failed to deliver them. Clause 15 pro-
vided that where a person who had not
received a form and had failed to apply
for one, he should he liable to a lpenalty
not exceeding £-20. Most people had tco
much to do~ iii their own busi ness with-
out giving much attention to tile fillinsr
Up of forms. Het thought t hat SI-
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section 1 of this clause should be struck
out.

MR. MORkvN I agree with the lion.
member.

MRi. GEORGE said he would be in
favour of striking out the whole Bill, as
the Attorney General did not seem in-
clined to treat his criticism in any other
light than as a huge joke.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said his
duties were to the House, and not to
individual members, and hie had taken it
that the sense of the House was in
favour of passing the Bill as it stood.
The penalty referred to by the member
for the Murray was for wilful neglect ou
the part of an owner of stock to apply for
the forms necessary to fill up. If, there-
fore, there was no wilful neglect, there
would be no punishment inflicted.

MR. GEORGE said that even if a
person were not guilty of wilful neglect,
he might still be put to the inconvenience
and trouble of a prosecution.

MR. MORAN moved that Sub-section 1
be struck out. He was strongly in favour
of the Bill, but dlid not think it should be
the duty of owners of stock to apply for
the forms, if the 'police neglected to
supply themn. The onus of getting the
forms and filling them up should not be
thrown to any extent upon the public.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the police constables would go round a
large district at a certain time, leaving
forms to be filled up), and it. would doubt-
less come to the knowledge of everybody
in that district that that had been done.
If, in such circumistances, any person had
been missed by the police constables, lie
would know very well that he should
apply for a form and fill it in. At the
present time station owners were required
to make a return of the number of sheep
they owned, and there was no trouble
whatever about getting those returns.
The p~olice constables went round with
the forms and they were filled in, and
where a station owner failed to make a
return, he was written to and asked to do
it. There would be no advantage in
striking out Sub-section 1, for it was
necessary to show the people that it was
their duty to make these returns.

MR. GEORGE asked why it should 130
miade compulsory upon the people to
apply for the forms, if they were not
delivered.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
the returns were of value, and if they were
of value, it should be made compulsory
upon the people to obtain forms and fill
them up.

MR. MORAN said it should be the
duty of the sub-collectors to supply a list
of the persons they had omvitted to supply
with forms. The whole duty of getting
the forms filled upl should rest on the
police.

MR. MOSS said it would be a pity to
strike out the clause, but still it seemed
to him rather a severe provision that, if
the form was not obtained and delivered
by the first week in January, a penalty of
£220 might be inflicted. Not five per cent.
of the people would ever see a copy of
the Bill, and they might know nothing of
the duties imposed upon them under it.
The House ought not to throwv a duty like
that upon individuals, especially when a
penalty of £20 was imposed for neglect.
The sub-section might be modified, he
thought, in some way.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
he did not think the Bill was dictatorial
or iniquitous in any way. It simply
provided that every householder should
make returns of the stock, in his posses-
sion. Th2_ same process was undergone
when a census was made.

MRi. MOSS said the taking of the
census and the collecting of industrial
statistics were not parallel cases. In the
case of the taking of the census, the
newspapers were full of the matter for
months before the day on which the
returns had to be made, but the news-
papers would make no reference whatever
to the taking of the stock returns.

MR. MORAN ask-ed what would
happen where it was discovered that the
sub-collector had neglected his duty in
regard to the delivery of the forms.

Tan ATTORNEY GENERAL said
if it was not the fault of the householder
that the form was not obtained and
filled up, he could not be punished.
Wilful neglect would have to be proved
before a conviction could be obtained.

MR. ILLING WORTH said the clause
simply provided that if a man had not
received his paper by the first of January
he had to write for it; also if the sub-
collector who had left the paper in the
preceding year had not called for it by
the first of February, it was the duty of
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the householder to send it in by post.
These were the things that the clause
involved.

MR. MORAN asked bow a householder
was to know he was bound to get the
paper by the first week in January, if he
knew nothing whatever about the duty
imposed upon him.

MR. Rt. F. SHOLL said it would be a
hardship to inflict a heavy penalty upon
any pers5on who failed to make a return,
and who knew nothing whatever about
the Bill. It was the duty of the officers
appointed by the Government to deliver
the forms and collect them. The taking
of the census return was done only once
in ten years, but this was an annual
return. The sub-section should be struck
out.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. Rt. Richardson) said
that, under the Scab Act, owners of shecep
had to send in returns by the 31stflecem-
her, and they were supposed to know
that they had to send in those returns.
He did not think, in any case, anyone
could plead ignorance of the law. It
was in the public interest that the re-
turns should be accurate, and in the past
there had been great complaints as to the
unreliability of the returns. The Govern-
ment had been asked to take more
stringent measures to obtain correct and
up-to-date reports, and, by means of
the Bill before the House, they had
endeavoured to do that. Individual
cases of hardship might arise under it,
but the Bill would be inoperative unless
the subsection objected to were allowed
to remain. It would be observed that it
was only in a case of wilful neglect that
a penalty could be inflicted. Some re-
sponsibility should be east on the public
in the matter; and he thought that if
the subsection was left in the Bill, no
one would suffer from it.

MR. GEORGE said the Commissioner
of Crown Lands could not guarantee
that no one would suffer by the retention
of the sub-section in the Bill.

Mn. RARDEJT said there was scarcely
any necessity for the sub-section, as the
other machinery provided by the Bill
seemed to be complete. It seemed a
hardship that a person should be taken
to a court of justice for neglecting to
apply for a form. It would be difficult
for such a person to prove that he had

not wilfully neglected his duty in the
matter.

THE ATTORNEY GENERa: We have
to prove he has wilfully neglected his
duty.

MR. GEORGE said it was going too
far to inflict a penalty upon a man for
not doing what the sub-collector should
have done. It was not necessary that
absolutely correct statistics should be
obtained. If there were any omissions,
they would amount, perhaps, to a hundred
sheep and a few pigs. He would support
the striking out of the sub-section.

MR. WOOD said if they went to the
trouble of collecting the statistics, they
should be able to wake correct returns.
The Government were every year spend-
ing hundreds of pounds in building
agricultural hialls, and in assisting agri-
Cultural associations, and he thoughit
that, with all these institutions, the
settlers should be able to ascertain their
duties in regard to making the returns
under the Bill.

MRt. GEORGE said the member for
West Perth evidently did not understand
the Bill, for he seemed to imagine it
referred only to farmers. If the member
for West Perth referred to Clause 4, hie
would find that the persons required to
make returns were the occupiers of land
and the heads of industrial establish-
ments. If those persons did not make
the returns according to the Act, they
would become subject to the penalty.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Why should they
not ?

Ms. GEORGE: The present was sup-
posed to be an age of liberty and freedom,
and it seemed to him an oppressive pro-
vrision that a man should be fined £20
because he failed to report that he had a
few pigs and pullets.

MR. MORAN said if they were going
to make it compulsory to obtain a form
and fill it up, it should be made compul-
sory for everybody to do that: one thing
or the other. It was the duty of the
police to collect the returns, and a person
should not be punished for failing to do
what the police neglected.

Amendment put, and division taken,
with the following result:-

Ayes ... ... ... 5
Noes ... ... ... 9

Majority against
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AYES. NOES.
BIr. Momn Mr. Burt
Mr. Randell Mir. A. Forrest
Mr. Ut. F. Shell Mr. HarperMr. Solomon Xr. Hlighn
Mr. George (Teller)., Mr. Moss

Mr. Richardson
Mr. Simpson
Mr. Wood
Mr. flhingwOrtha (Teller).

Amendment negatived, and the sub-
clause passed.

MR. GEORGE, referring to sub-section
3, said it required that " IEvery blead of
an industrial establishment shall, at or
before the end of the first week in
January in each year, post under regis-
tered cover direct to the Registrar
General the return prescribed by this
Act." This was requiring too much, be-
cause stock-taking in an industrial
business usually occupied the first or
second week after the close of the year;
therefore, to require that these returns
should be made up in the first week of
January would be asking the head of an
industrial establishument to do what must,
at that time, be very inconvenient.

THE OMMISSIONER Or COoWN LANs$:
Make it the last week in January.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said that
would be convenient.

MRn. GEORGE accordingly moved, as
an am endmnent, that the word " first " in
line 2 of sub-section 3 be struck out, and
the word "1last " be inserted in lieu
thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 11 aud 12-agreed to.
Clause 13-Returns required from

head of industrial establishment:-
MR. GEORGE said this clause req uired

too much detail from the head of an in-
dustrial establishment, for besides the
number, sex, age, Wages or earnings,
hours of labour, accommodation, and
particulars of employment of women and
children employed, he had to specify the
number and nature of machines in use,
a detail which would be very troublesome
and difficult to supply. He knew it would
be particularly difficult and troublesome to
supply such particulars in regard to an
engineer-ing, establishmiient. For instance,
how was it possible to tell what was the
maximum capacit y of such an establish-
ment, and what was meant by that term?
The capacity of engine power did not
determaine the capacity of the machines
employed, and it, would be impossible for

any person to give a correct return suchi
as was required by this clause. The
difficulty was increased in the ease of a
workshop where a large portion of the
work consisted of repairs, for a particular
machine might be turning out £5 worth
of work in one week and .£50 worth ill
another week, according to the nature of
orders received. In his establishment, for
instance, he would require about twelve
clerks, working hard for a uionth, to flU
up correctly all the details required by
this return; and he thought such a re-
quirenient was excessive and unnecessary.
It was also going too far to require a.
person in business to state the amount of
capital embarked in that business. A
farmer was not asked how much capital
he had embarked in his business, nor was
such a question put to a, lawyer-inideed,
what would be the use of putting a ques-
tion of that kind to a lawyer? He moved,
as an amendment, that sub-section 3 be
struck out.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
thle words "1industrial establishment "
were interpreted to mean a factory, -work-
shop, or mill, -where an engine driven by
steam-power, &c., was used, whatever
might be the number of persons employed
there. It would be seen in Clause 11,
which they had passed, that the Registrar
General was to ask for these returns to
be made out in such a formn as might
appear to him to be suitable; and of
course the object would be to use forms
similar to those 'used in other colonies, in
order that the returnls might be made as
nearly identical in form and substance
as possible. If the headings of these
statistics were not the samne in each
colony, the statistics when collected would
not have the samne value as they might
otherwise have if obtained in a unifornu
manner. He showed by examples how
easily the reports might be filled up; and,
as to the maximum. power of an industrial
establishment, he said the section only
provided that there should be specified
what the machinery was capable of pro-
ducing. For instance, in the case of a.
flour-mill, how nmany tons of flour could
be ground in a month, or in six months;
if a saw-mill, how manly loads of timber
could be cut in a stated time with the
machinerv availa1ble; and so on. As to
the value of the plant, it should be easy
to tell that, and any details of this kind

in Committee.
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which the Registrar General might call
for would be set forth in returns similar
to those used in other colonies. It should
also be noticed that the returns, when
made, were not to be collected by a
constable, but that they might be sent, by
post or otherwise, from the head of an
establishment to the Registrar General
(lirect; because in matters of this nature,
where men were filling up particulars of
the capital employed and so on, it was
not desirable that such particulars should
be open for any person other than the
Registrar General to see; and the Bill
provided that the Registrar General
should be subject to a penalty of £50 if
he divulged particulars in ally of these
returns. Another point of distinction
was that the returns, when collected,
would not be published so as to show
the particulars of the business of any
individual, but only the totals of any
particular kind of business in a locality
would be published, so that nothing of a
nature inconvenient to individuals would
be divulged in the published summnaries.
The amount of capital employed by a
person in his business need not be made
known to anyone, except to the Registrar-
General, who was under a Penalty not to
divulge any particulars. Secrecy was
thus provided for a.s conipletely ais could
be done, and no particulars concerning
individuals would he m~ade public in any
form. For instance, the timber coin-
panties in a district would be lumped
together for showing the total capacity of
their output, or- showing the aggregate
amount of capital employed in that
industry within the district. What
objection could there be, therefore, except
that a little trouble would be necessary int
making out the returns? If a man made
out a bad return, lie was not to be
fineable ;and the clerks in the Registrar
General's office, particularly during the
first year or two, would give all assistance
necessary for Making out correct returns,
until people got used to the method and
could do without such assistance. It was
desirable that the provisions as to colect-
ing industrial statistics should be similar
in all the colonies.

MR. HARPER said that engines other
than steam, gas, or electricity were
employed in some cases, particularly oIl
engines, and these were not provided for
ill the clause.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
there were no large works carried on by
means of oil engines, but it might be
well to include that kind of power in the
clause.

ME. RANDELL said this Bill might
be suitable for the circumstances of
another colony, and a corresponding Act,
in operation in another colony, might
have been adopted under particular

icircumstances which did not apply here.
Such a stage had not been reached in the
history of this colony, and hie agreed
with the member for the Murray that
there were many things asked for in
these returns which would be very diffi-
cult for sonic persons to understand, and,
in some cases, to comply with any degree

ofaccuracy would be impossible. Hence
the returns, when supplied, would be of
little value. The questions put under
Sub-section 4 might be inquisitorial, and
if patclr did leak out as to the
amount of capital embarked in a
particular business, the result might be
injurious to those concerned in that
lbnsiness. In an engineering establish-
ment, occupied generally with repairs, lhe
did not see ]how it was possible for the
head of it to supply all the information
which might be required tinder Clause 13,
wvithout increasing the number of his
clerks very largely. This clause required
further consideration, and possibly some
amendmnt, before it ought to be passed;
and he would like, for Isis guidance, to
see what were the headings of the returns
which the Registrar General would
require to be filled up. He moved that
progress be reported and luave. asked to
sit again.

Motion pill and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,

and read a first time.

At 6-30 p.m., the SPEAKER left the
chair.

At 7-30 P.M., the SPEARER resumed the
Chair.

JURY:-ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

The House went into committee to
consider the Bill.
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IN COMM1ITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Jurors to be paid only rail-

way fares in lieu of mileage, in certain
cases:-

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) moved, as an amendment, in
line .3, that the word "fare" be inserted
before the word " return."

MR. ILLINGWORTH said the amend -
ment did not express what it was in tended
to convey, namely that the fare was to
be paid from and to the home of a, juor

THE ATTORNEY GENERA said
that was the accepted meaning of the
words "return fare."

Put and passed.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL moved,

as a farther amendment, that there be
added, at the end of the clause, the words
" such fare and mileage shall be payable
for each day of attendance."

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 3 and 4-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported, with amendmeuits, and

report adopted.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

The House went into committee to
consider the Bill.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause I-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of .50 'Vic. 19,

s. 18:
Ma. GEORGE said the City Council

desired to have authority to make a
sanitary rate of eighteen-pence in the
pound, although they would not neces-
sarily do so. The present rate could then
be done away with, and the sanitary rate
would become a. charge upon the property
the same as the water rate. It was only
fair that those who enjoyed the posses-
sion of capital and the luxury of position
should pay a sanitary rate in proportion
to the value of their property, as they
bad to do in regard to water. He moved,
as an amendment, that the word "1six-
pence " be added after the words "one
shilling" at the end of the clause,, the
effect being to raise the maximum rate
to Is. 63d.

MR. A. FORREST expressed astonish-
ment that some members of the City
Council desired to have power to make
rates that would amount in all to 4s, 3d.
in the pound. When the amendment of
the member for the Murray had been
rejected, as it would be, he would move
that the sanitary rate be not more than
sixpenee in the pound. He was sure
that the committee was not going to tax
one class of people for the sanitary ser-
vice and allow others to come in free.

THE CHAIRMAN said it would he
too late for the member for West Kim-
berley to move the amendment of which
be had spoken, after the amendment of
the member for the Murray had been dealt
with.

MR. A. FORREST moved, as an
amendment, that the word ",sixpenee" be
substituted for the words " ,one shilling,"
in the last line of the clause.

Ma. SOLOMON said the sanitary rate
bad been made only as high as three-
pence at Fremautle during the last year;
prior to that time it had been only three-
halfpence or twopence, which had been
found to be sufficient.

MR. WOOD said a sixpenny rate
would be sufficient for the work. A
shiling rate would be altogether too
high, as it would amount to about £5
for a. house of fair size. It had been
stated that the lpresent charge of 2s. li d.
per month had left a credit balance on
the sanitary system of £2,000 or £3,000.
[MR. GEORGE: No, no.] It had been
stated that the sanitary system bad been
carried out at a, profit.

Mn GEORGE said there was no credit
balance.

Mn. WOOD said he did not see why
the City Council should want to make a
profit out of the sanitary system.

Mn. GEORGE said it was not carried
out at a. profit.

Ma. WOOD said it was so stated.
Mn. GEORGE said the statement was

wrong.
MR. WOOD said the statement, if

wrong, ought not to have been made.
Mn. RANP)ELL urged that there

could be no justification for imposing a,
class tax for a specific service rendered to
all1 classes of householders. It ought to
be enough to raise the rate to sixpenee.
If the City Council did not carry out
their administration economically, that

(ASSEMBLY.3 in Committee.
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was no reason why an excessive sanitary
rate should be charged. It ought to be
remembered that the increaseo of the value
of property, and the growth of the city
and suburbs, would double the amount
of the municipal assessment next year.

MR. ItLfLQGWORTH said an eighteen-
penny rate would be a step in the wrong
direction.

MR. GEORGE said that, having done
what he had been asked to do, lie would
not press his amendment, but hie would
oppose the reduction of the rate to six-
pence. The rate now charged led to the
summoning, and the loading with costs,
of poor people who had not the money to
pay for the service. It would be far
better to make the service a charge upon
the landlords, and leave them to recoup
from their tenants. The remark made

by the meber for Perth about the City
Coucilnotbeing economical might have

been spared at a time when reforms were
in progress. He (Mr. George) was sorry
it had been so persistently stated that

there had been a profit on the sanitary
service. As was well k-nown, there were
ways of stating figures which could be
looked at from different p)oints of view.
Certainly, there had not been a profit of
£2,000.

MR. A. FORREST said the chairman
of the Health Board of Perth had told
him the present rate for health purposes
was sufficient, and that, after outgoings
were paid, there was a profit. The
original outlay, of course, bad not been
recouped, but the income of the board
was more than sufficient to; pay the
working expenses.

MR. SOLOMON said the population
in the outskirts of towns had greatly
increased the expenditure of the Health
Boards; consequently an increased rate
was necessary to enable the boards to
carry out a proper system of sanitation.

Mu. RAKDETJL said he was informed
that members of thu, Perth Board of
Health had stated that fourpence in the
pound would give the board an ample
revenue to carry out its work. He
understood the member for South Fre-
mantle to say that, in the past, a rate of
three-halfpience had been sufficient for
Fremantle, and that threepence would
be enough for the future. He (Mr.
Ranidell) could not approve of the pro-
posal to levy a rate of one shilling.

Ma. HIGHAII supported the original
proposition, that the rate should be one
shilling. Those members who had had
any experience in municipal matters must
know that a rate of threepence was not
sufficient, and that a rate of one shilling
would be required. No municipality was
likely to levy a higher health rate than
was necessary. The tendency was rather
in the direction of levying as high a
general rate as possible, in order to
increase the Government subsidy.

Mu. GEORGE said it was an error to
suppose, as bad been stated, that there
was a profit left after carrying out the
sanitary work of the city of Perth. If
those hon. members who had made this
assertion went into the figures, they
would discover that no allowance had
lbeen made for depreciation, or for the
making of pans, or for management.
Hon. members would readily understand
that a profit could be shown, where
there were no debits for the cost of
management and other expenditure.

MIR. A. FORREST said he bad been
distinctly told, by the chairman of the
Health Board of Perth, that a profit had
been made on the present rate.

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Traylen),
speaking on the clause by indulgence of
the committee, said he was entirely ad-
verse to a rate being charged for sanitary
services in Perth or any other place. He
could further say that, to his knowledge, no
sanitary rate had been levied in the city
of Perth for the past two or three years.
The expenditure of the Health Board
had been charged to the general fund,
and the City Council had drawn a
Government subsidy in respect of it,
accordingly.

Amendment (Mr. A. Forrest's), re-
ducing the maximum rate to 6id. in the
pound, put and passed.

MR. GEORGE moved, as a further
amendment, at the end of the clause, to
add the words: "And such rates shall
be paid by the owner of the property so
rated."

THE CHAIRMAN informed the com-
mittee that the owner was at the present
time liable to pay the rates, and that the
occupier dlid not pay them.

MR. GEORGE said he was qiiite aware
that the owner was liable, but he was also
aware the occupier of any house in Perth
might be sued for the rates. In fact, there
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had been mnany instanlces where the
occupier had been sued for rates that
were two or three years in arrear at the
time hie took possession. He (Mr.
George) had endeavoured to get a similar
amendmnent made in the Municipalities
Bill when before this House. An owner
of property who received rent should dis-
charge his obligations to thle municipality,
anid he would have his remnedy in the
rent. He (Mir. George) k-new it was
objected to this system that it might
result in the occupier losing his vote, but
there were inaui cases where the owner
paid the rate and the occulpier retained
his vote. A case hlad been brought to his
notice in which an owner of property in
Per-th, a mian in a high position, had in-
sisted upon one of his tenants paying
rates that were two or three years inl
arrear, and had threatened to p[,ut him
out of the premises if hie did not pay
those arrears, although not due from the
particular tenant. This House had been
groing in for grandmotherly legislation
lately, and hon. members might well
take the paternal course of protecting the
occupier. The owner of property could
always get the rates back in his rent.
Hie (Mr. George) knew of cases where
owners had raised rents to the extent of
two shillings per week, on account of
a charge of threepence per week failing
upon a property in respect of the water
rate.

THE CHAIfRMAN said he did net
know whether lie should not refuse to
accept this amiendmient, because it altered
the principle of the Bill, and had been
moved without notice. It was only in thc
previous session that the Health Act hlad
been altered so as to make the owner
liable for the rates as well as the occuIpier.
Hie also pointed out that, under the Bill
itself, the owner and the occupier were
both liable; and the committee could not
very well add the words proposed to be
added to the clause. He must rule
that lie could riot accept the amlenid-
inent.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported, with an aniendmnent.

SALE OF LIQUORS BILL.

The House went into committee to
consider the Bill.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 5, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 6-Power to purchaser of liquor

to have it analysed:-
MR. SIMPSON said the clause pro-

vided that the purchaser of liquor should
pay the public analyst twenty shillings
for analysing a sample of liquor. The
fee seemed very high, and hie would like
to know if the Akttorney General could not
see his way to reduce it.

Taxi ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said the fee did seem high, bit
it was difficult to get analysts to do the
work at a. lower fee. The Government
paid the public analyst a retaining fee,
and if the fee was reduced so far as the
public wvere concerned, pa'rt of the cost
mnight fall -upon the Government. How-
ever, if the comnmittee desired it, lie would
not oppose thle reduction.

Mit. SIMPSON moved that thle word
"twenty," in line 2 of the clause, be

struck out, and thle- word "1 tenl inserted
in lieul thereof.

Ap. GEORGE said that he thought
tenl shillings was too high, and that five
shilings would be enough to pay for an
anialysis of liquor. It did not seem to
him that it should cost more to analyse
a sample of liquior than it did to assay a
sam1ple of quai-tz.

Mn. SIMPSON said it was a mnuch
longer process to analyse liquor than to
assay qu artz.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 7-Sale or possession of adul-

terated liquor:
THER ATTORNEY GENERAL moved

that the words "1 salicylic. acid," in line 6
of the clause, be struck out.

MR. SIMPSON said that represen-
tations had been made to him with regnrd
to this clause. He had always been of
opinion that any person should be
punished who made a profit out of selling
adulterated liquor, but under this clause
it might happen that an innocent hotel-
keeper would be punished instead of the
guilty wholesale dealer. The adulter-
ation of liquor might occur before it
readied the retailer, but under the clause
the retailer was in all eases made liable
for the penalty. He wished to ask the
Attorney General whether a, clause could
not be inserted in the Bill protecting the
hotel-keeper from being punished, when

[ASSEMBLY.] lit 0,01111niftee.
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the liquor had been adulterated before it
reached him. It might be provided in
such a case that the retailer so punished
could recover the amount of the penalty
and expenses from the real offender. The
members of the Licensed Victuallers'
Association had represented to him that
hiotel-keepers might unconsciously sell
adulterated liquor, and that it would be
impossible for them to detect the adulter-
ation unless they had every bottle analysed
before retailing it. He was quite sure
the Attorney General did not wish to
inflict the penalty upon any person not
guilty of an offence, and he (Mr. Simpson)
therefore hoped that something would he
done in the direction desired by the
Licensed Victuallers' Association.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
he quite agreed that the person they de-
sired to catch was he who adulterated the
liquor, and he would endeavour to see if
the view of the member for Geraldton
could not be met. If the retailer could
prove that the liquor was adulterated be-
fore it reached him, power should be
given to him to mulct the guilty person.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said he thought it
was the duty of the publican to ascertain
from the wholesale dealer that he was
being supplied with a good article. The
clause under consideration would have the
effect of making the publican careful to
have his liquor analysed, or to deal with a
respect-able wholesale merchant. If the
committee gave the retailer a loophole
of escape from responsibility, the effect
would be to lessen the usefulness of the
measure.

MR. SOLOMON said he did not agree
with the member for the Gascoyne,because
it was very difficult for a publican who
bought by the case to know whether the
liquor he had purchased was adulterated
or not. The adulteration might be done
by the wholesale merchant, and the pub-
lican should be protected if he could prove
that the liquor had reached him in that
couditiou.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
that salicylic acid was used to clean out
casks, and he had not found it mentioned
as a means of adulteration in the Acts of
any of the other colonies. He, therefore,
thought it better to strike out all refer-
ence to this acid.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8 to 10, inclusive-agreed to.
MR. RAN-DELL said he wished to ask

the Attorney General whether there was
any provision in the Bill by which the
Collector of Customs could order spirits
introduced into the colony from over sea
to be analysed.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said
there was no such provision in the
Bill.

Clauses 11 to 19, inclusive-agreed
upon.

Schedule-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported, with amendments.

bJASTA.RDY LAWS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

SECOND RE&DING.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Hurt), in moving the second reading,
said: This is a Bill which the Legislative
Council has sent down by message, and I
think it is a most commendable action on
the part of the Council to give their
attention to this matter. The Bill con-
sists of one operative clause only, for
amending the 56th Section of our Bas-
tardy Laws Act, 1876, by increasing the
maximum amount which a justice of the
peace may award as a weekly payment to
the mother of a bastar-d child, from 5s. to
a sum not exceeding 12s. 6d. This pay-
ment is to provide for the education,
maintenance, and bringing up of the
child until it arrives at the age of 14
years. When the maximum amount was
fixed at 6s. many years ago, a sum of 5s.
was equivalent to a good deal more than
the same sum is now; and, therefore, in
the opinion of the Legislative Council, it
has become desirable to raise the maximum
to 12s. Gd. I do not think our sympathy
will be with the putative father, wbo is.
in fact, the only person who can be
mulcted of this sum; and, indeed, MY
own view is that even 12s. 6d. is a very
inadequate allowance. I move that the
Bill be read a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-amnent of Section 5 of

39 Vic., No. 8:
MR. GEORGE moved, as an amend-

mecnt, that the maximum amount to he
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allowed in the Bill for maintenance be
increased from 12s. 6d. to 30s.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported, without amendment.
Report adopted.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

"HALNSAiRDh REPORTING ARRANGE-
MENTrS.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT OF

RESOLUTION.

The Assembly having, on the 7th
October inst. (in accordance with the re-
commendation in the report of the select
commnittee, that arrangements be made
during recess to place the " Hansard "
reporting staff on ai permanent and effi-
cient basis), resolved that the Library
Committee, acting jointly with the Library
Committee of the Legislative Council, be
requested to take this matter into con-
sideration, with a view to giving effect to
the above recommendation:

The Legislative Council also having
thereupon passed a resolution agreeing
to the foregoing resolution, subject to an
amendment for inserting between the
word "basis" and the word "andl," in
the fourth line, the f urther words, " and
to have reports of the debates of both
Houses published in a daily newspaper "

The House now resolved itself into
Committee to consider the Legislative
Council's amendment.

IN COMMITTEE.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) said: The select committee
which was appointed early in the session
to consider the " Hansard " reporting
arrangements made the following recom-
mendations :-(a.) That Mr. Speaker be
empowered to bring the " Hainsard" staff
up to efficiency by securing the services
of four first-class " Hansard " reporters
for the Assembly, in addition to the staff
now employed in the Legislative Council.
(b.) That the idea of a daily " Hansard,"
published in a newspaper, be abandoned,
at least for the present session. (c.) That
arrangements be made with the Govern-
ment Printer to produce " Hansard," in
book form, at intervals of not less than

one week. (d.) That during recess ar-
rangenients be made to place " Hansard "
on ap1ernlanent and efficient basis. This
House adopted the report and recoin-
mendations of that committee; and, in
order to give effect to it, this House
further resolved, on the 7th inst., that
the matter be referred to the Library Coin-
mittee of both Houses, for placing the
" Hansard " reporting arrangements
on a proper basis during the recess.
We are now asked, in the message sent
to us from the Legislative Council, to
approve of an amendment which the
Council has made in the last resolution
we passed on the subject; that is to say,
we are asked to instruct the joint com~-
mittee " to have reports of the debates of
both Houses published in a daily news-
paper." 1 would like to point out that,
if this amendment were agreed to by this
House, it would become the duty of the
joint committee to deal with the matter
which is proposed to be referred to it, by
making arrangements to have the debates
in both Houses p)ublished in a daily
newspaper. I think what we wish to do
is to refer the whole matter, uncondi-
tionally, to the joint committee, to make
arrangements for the proper reporting
and the publishing of debates of both
Houses; and that we do not wish to tie
the hands of the joint committee, as in
my opinion this suggested arrangement
would do. Therefore I propose to amend
the amendment of the Legislative Coun-
cil, if practicable, by inserting at the end
of the resolution which we sent up to the
Council these words: "and further to
consider the question of having the
debates of both Houses published in a
daily newspaper." The amendment which
the Council has made on our resolution
would make it a sie quat non that the
joint committee must make this arrange-
ment for publishing the reports of both
Houses in a daily newspaper; and I
think we are not prepared to discuss
the question now, or, at any rate, the
Government could not recommend that
procedure. We have no objection to
refer to the Joint Library Committee
the whole question of the reporting
and publishing of the debates. Per-
haps the best method of dealing with
this matter-as it would be somewhat
difficult to deal with the Council's resolu-
tiou by amending it-will be to move that
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the amendment of the Legislative 0oun-
cil be not agreed to. The words which I
have suggested as those which we should
add to our oinal resolution will indi-
cate to the Council what our desire is,
though I amn afraid our hands are so tied
that we cannot, in due form, amend our
previous resolution.

THE CHAIRMAN: If you are desirous
of putting in additional words to the
original resolution, I think you could
accomplish the object by amending the
amendment of the Council in a certain
way.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (acting
on the Chairman's suggestion) : I now
move that the word " have," in the
Council's amendment, be struck out, and
that the words "consider the question of
having ' be inserted in lieu thereof ; the
effect of this amendment being that the
passage will read: " and to consider the
question of having the reports of the
debates of both Houses published in a.
daily newspaper."

Amendment put and passed.
Resolution reported to the House.
Report adopted.
Ordered, that the resolution be trants-

initted to the Legislative Council, and
their concurrence in the further amend -
ment desired.

GREAT SOUTHERN RAILWAY
PURCHASE BILL.

SECOND READING.
TrnE ATTORNEY GENERAL, in

moving the second reading, said: We
wish to put this Bill through as quickl 'y
as p)ossible. The Government have been
advised to follow the precedent of the
purchase of a railway in Tasmania, when
the Government of that colon y took over
from a private company the railway from
Launceston to Hobart; and this precedent
we are now advised to follow with regard
to the creation of the stock in London for
paying the purchase price of the Great
Southern Railway and the lands which
are to be acquired under this Bill. The
two points in the Bill are that the
Government are authorised to purchase
the railway and lands of the company,
and to issue the inscribed stock of Western
Australia for payment of the 'Purchase
price, and deliver' the same to the com-
pany in return for the railway and the

lands which we shall acquire under the
Bill. I move that, the Bill be read a
second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read at second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Governor may purchase rail-

way :
MR. SIMPSON asked whether the

Attorney General could state approxi-
miately the value of what the colony had
parted with when the concession was
granted to the company, and which would
now be got back by this p~urchase? PHe
referred particularly to the lands which
had been sold outrit.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL Raid he
could probabl 'y furnish the informnation
on the next day. The Government would
get the overdue payments and all pay-
ments accruing from holders of lands
under conditional purchase from the
Company.

MR. RANDELL said hie remembered
that the Premier stated, in his speech on
the motion for approval of the purchase,
that the company had disposed of 800,000
acres of land.

MR. ILLINGWORTH said he be-
lieved the company had also purchased
town sites in Albany, in addition to the
land acquired from the Government.

ME. A. FORREST Said that, having
signed the original contract on behalf of
Mr. Anthon y Hordern, he could state
that something like £40,000 was paid in
cash for town lots purchased in Albany.
These town lands would be handed over to
the Government with this purchase, in
addition to the buildings which the com-
pany had since erected, so that the Govern-
ment, would get the buildings extra.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 to 14, inclusive-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported, without amendment.
Report adopted.

THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted

to the Legislative Council.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL LANDS
(PRIVATE) BILL.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) presented a petition asking for
leave to introduce a Hill intituled "An
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Act to empower the Diocesan Trustees of
the Church of England in Western Auis-
tralia to sell, mortgage, or lease Perth
Allotments H 7 and H 1, and to apply
thle proceeds or rents and profits thereof,
subject to and in accordance with certain
trusts."

The petition having been received and
read, a Bill in accordance with the prayer
of the petition was introduced .by the
ATTORNEY GENERAL.

Bill read a first time.
On the motion of the ATTORNEY

GENERAL, the Bill was referred to a
select committee, comprising the follow-
ing mnembers:-Messrs. Loton, Randell,
Traylen, Wood, and the Attorney General
as mover.

LANDS RESUMPTION HILL.

Introduced by the COMMISSIONER op
CROWN LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardlson),
and read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9-8
p.m., until next day.

o'clock,

Icefiziafibe as55tllhJ2 ,

Friday, 16th October, 1896.

width or Tires Act Amendment Bill: third reading-
Jury Act Amendment Bill: thirdreig-tbi
Healt Act Amendment Bill: third reodiug-Aus.
tralasian Federation Enabling BUi Legislative
Council's snggestions- lands Resumption Bill:
second reading; in committee-Ralways Amend-
ment Act Amendment Bill: second reading; in
committee; third reading-Iudustrial Statistics
Bill: discharged -Kalgoorlie . Kanowna Railway
Bill: in committee; third reading-York-Greenhiils
Railway Bill; second reading; in committee; third
reading-Kalgoorlie-Menries Railway Bill; second
reading; in committee; third reading-Mines Riegu.
lation Act Amendment Bill:; second reading; iii
commeittee-Sale of Liquors Bill: order discharged
-Cricmnl Evidence Bill: Legislative Council's
a.nendet-Cron Lends Timter Bill: order
discharged-Church of England School Lands

, rivate) Bill: select committee's report-The
Weakers 'aling rasuspensi .on of Standing Order
6(private Bills) -Motion: Reservration of Jar-uk

and Har-i Forests-Loan Estimates: consideration
in committee-Want of a quorum: adjouramnnet.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at
4830 o'clock, pm.

PRAYERS.

WIDTH 0OF TIRES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

JURY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third tine, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and trallniittod
to the Legislative Council.

AUSTRALASIA N FEDERATION
ENABLING BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S SUGGESTIONS.

The Legislative Council having sug-
gested two amendmnents in this Bill, these
were now considered.


